Sheila Moonyeen Gifford     1929-2012

With regret we record that Sheila Gifford,  an Associate of the South Wales Institute of Engineers and a Patron of the Educational Trust,  died on 26 October 2012.  She was born to Leonard and Doris Morgan in Caerphilly.  With the support of a Miners’ Welfare Scholarship she graduated from Leeds University with a degree in Social Science.  There she met and married Paul Fordham who became Professor of Adult Education at Southampton University.  At Leeds she also met Chris Gifford whom she married 30 years later when he was shortly to become a Council Member and later President of the Institute and President of the then affiliated South Western Branch of the Institution of Mining Engineers. Sheila worked as a teacher of social work in East Africa in the 1960s and, later, in mainstream education in Britain.  She developed a second career as a councillor and personnel manager and in retirement became a creative artist embroiderer,  etcher and printer.  She is greatly missed by her husband , three children and  seven grandchildren and those who enjoyed her attendances at Institute meetings.
