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Professor Thomas is a 
Professor of Civil Engineering, 
the Director of the 
Geoenvironmental Research 
Centre (GRC) and a UNESCO 
Professor in the Development of 
a Sustainable Geoenvironment 
at Cardiff University.  His 
research interests cover a wide 
range of geoenvironmental 
issues, from coupled 
multiphysics /geochemistry flow 
problems in soils and rocks, 
through to sustainability issues 
in general.  

 
A major focus of his work is the geological disposal of high level 
nuclear waste. Current interests include the geoenergy field, with 
major projects on ground source heat, underground coal 
gasification, exploitation of unconventional gas and carbon 
sequestration in coal seams.  

During the course of his academic career, he has produced more 
than 400 technical papers and reports and has lectured 
extensively both at home and abroad. 

 He currently works extensively with the UN agencies, UNIDO, 
UNESCO and the IAEA. His academic achievements have been 
recognised by election as a Fellow of the Royal Society (FRS), a 
Fellow of the Royal Academy of Engineering (FREng), a Member 
of Academia Europaea , the Academy of Europe (MAE) and a 
Fellow of the Learned Society of Wales (FLSW).  

 
 
 
 

The South Wales Institute of Engineers 
Educational Trust (SWIEET2007) 

The Institute was founded in 1857 and granted a Royal Charter of Incorporation 
in 1881. It devotes itself “to the encouragement and advancement of 
Engineering Science and Practice”, and was “established to facilitate the 
exchange of information and ideas amongst its members, and to place on 
record the results of experience”. In carrying out these functions, the Institute 
played its part in advancing technical knowledge and, through its individual 
members, has made important research contributions in many fields, through to 
2007. In 2007, the Institute agreed to wind up its Learned Society functions, and 
to transfer all its funds into an Educational Trust. The Trust has agreed to 
continue with the Menelaus Lecture and Dinner as part of its activities. 
 
The Institute now makes Bursary, merit and other awards, to both individual 
engineering students and educational establishments, supports activities which 
encourage and develop young engineers, and focuses upon “youth into 
engineering”, in schools, colleges and other establishments, at profession “entry” 
levels. 
 

The Learned Society of Wales 

The Society is Wales’s first national scholarly academy, established and launched 
in May 2010 on the initiative on the part of a group of independent scholars who 
are based in or connected with Wales, and who represent the major academic 
disciplines.  Until then, Wales lacked its own national academy of learning.  This 
not only meant that the country’s intellectual capability was not properly 
represented or promoted on the international stage;  it was also the case that its 
people, politicians and policy-makers, and businesses did not have access to well-
researched, scholarly and objective advice on issues of key importance in the way 
that those in other countries have had.  Wales now has a learned society that, over 
time, can take its place among the great academies of London and Edinburgh, as 
well as those that flourish across Europe, in North America and beyond. 
 
The Society’s purpose is: 

 to celebrate, recognise, preserve, protect and encourage excellence in all of the 
scholarly disciplines, and in the professions, industry and commerce, the arts 
and public service; 

 to promote the advancement of learning and scholarship and the dissemination 
and application of the results of academic enquiry and research; and 

 to act as a source of independent and expert scholarly advice and comment on 
matters affecting the wellbeing of Wales and its people and to advance public 
discussion and interaction on matters of national and international importance. 

 

The Learned Society of Wales is keen to develop established links with 
organisations like SWIEET2007 that have complementary aims and is particularly 
pleased to be associated with this evening’s Menelaus Lecture by Professor Hywel 
Thomas. 


